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participation of women in the labor force and lower 
average wage rates for women. In the United States in 
2000, women earned 76.5% of what men earned—
up from 59% in 1977. Women with 4 years of col-
lege earn roughly the same median salary as men 
with a high school education. These statistics need to 
be interpreted carefully. The 1963 federal Equal Pay 
Act outlawed gender-based wage discrimination and 
requires employers to pay women and men the same 
wages for the same work. The difference in earnings 
results from women being available to work fewer 
hours than men, on average, and from lower salaries 
paid in fields traditionally held by women.

The proportion of women in managerial and 
administrative positions worldwide is 14%, rang-
ing from 28% in industrial countries to 3% in sub-
Saharan Africa. In most of the Arab states and in 
South Asia, the proportion is less than 10%. In the 
United States and Canada, women make up 46% and 
42% of management, respectively; however, women 
in management tend to be concentrated in functions 
such as labor relations and personnel.

The majority of women in the workforce per-
form manual labor that requires minimal skills. 
As economies move toward greater use of technol-
ogy, women are often the first unemployed by the 
changes. Of the estimated 1.3 billion people living in 
poverty, more than 70% are women. In the United 
States in 1940, 40% of the poor were women; in 
1980, it was 62%. Poverty has long been a women’s 
issue. In the 1990s, two out of three poor adults 
were women, one in three female-headed families 
lived below the poverty line, and one in two poor 
families was headed by a woman.

Political Participation

In the area of political participation, the World Eco-
nomic Forum report examined the ratio of women to 
men in parliamentary positions and in minister-level 
positions and the ratio of women to men in terms 
in countries’ executive offices for the past 50 years. 
The report shows that only 20% of the gap in politi-
cal participation between women and men has been 
closed. 

Country Percentage

Mozambique 102

Burundi   99

Papua New Guinea   96

Norway   87

Sweden   87

Finland   86

Iceland   86

Canada   84

Denmark   84

China   83

New Zealand   82

United States   82

Australia   80

United Kingdom   80

Ireland   74

Japan   66

Spain   66

Italy   62

India   42

Turkey   36

Oman   28

Egypt   27

Saudi Arabia   22

Occupied Palestinian 
Territories

  15

Table 9.4 � Women’s Wage as Percentage of 
Men’s Wage, Selected Countries

Source: United Nations Development Programme (2007).

Note: World average = 67%; high Human Development Index 
states = 73%; medium Human Development Index states = 
64%; low Human Development Index states = 72%; Arab 
states = 34%.


